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Kris Kappel, 38
PARTNER, HUSCH BLACKWELL, KANSAS CITY

PRACTICE AREAS: Intellectual property
LAW SCHOOL: University of Missouri-Kansas City

Oftentimes, inventors are long on ideas but short on money, and as a result they often 
lack the expert legal advice they need. Kris Kappel is helping bridge that gap through the 
E-Scholars Program, a joint project of the University of Missouri-Kansas City’s business and 

law schools. Through the program, Kappel provides pro 
bono intellectual property legal services to startups and 
entrepreneurs, preventing them from making the serious 
mistakes that could doom their ventures.

Kappel is also the chairwoman of Husch Blackwell’s 
Kansas City hiring committee, and she previously served 
three years as the project manager for the firm’s summer 
associate program.

Outside her legal practice, she has worked for 10 
years with the Niles Home for Children, a Kansas City 
residential treatment center for children who have been 
severely traumatized by abuse, neglect or abandonment. 

She sits on the board of directors of CommunityLINC, a Kansas City organization that aims to 
end homelessness, impact poverty and remove barriers to self-sufficiency for families.

What is your greatest accomplishment to date? 
Working at a great law firm with great attorneys.

What’s been your favorite moment as an attorney so far? 
Negotiating a large deal with clients in New York.

If you hadn’t become a lawyer, what profession would you have chosen? 
A chemistry teacher (it is what I did for four years before law school).

What simple piece of advice do you have for young lawyers? 
Learn good time management skills early and don’t eat at your desk every day.

Cori Casey Turner, 38
PARTNER, HUSCH BLACKWELL, KANSAS CITY

PRACTICE AREAS: Health law
LAW SCHOOL: University of Iowa 

Health care law gets more complex every day, and Cori Casey Turner has had a front row seat to 
those developments since joining Husch Blackwell’s health care, life sciences and pharmaceuticals 
practice in 2002. She’s helped develop relationships with some of that practice’s biggest clients.

Last year, Turner was tapped to lead an effort to expand the firm’s representation of children’s 
hospitals and other pediatric providers. This was a natural fit given Turner’s passion for children’s health 
care issues and her leadership role in the Children’s Hospital Affinity Group of the American Health 
Lawyers Association. Her practice now represents children’s hospitals and pediatric providers across the 
country.

Outside the office, Turner served for five years on the board of directors of Cabot Westside Health 
Center, a safety net clinic in Kansas City’s West Side. She assisted with efforts to explore Federally 
Qualified Health Center status and led fundraising. Turner also serves in several capacities with the 
American Health Lawyers Association. 

What was your least-favorite class in law school? 
Evidence — which is why I am a corporate health care lawyer! No amount of “Ally McBeal” or “Law 

& Order” could make that course more enjoyable.

What’s been your favorite moment as an attorney so 
far?

I don’t have just one favorite moment, but rather I have 
a favorite aspect – relationships. While each day brings new 
challenges, it also provides opportunities to build relationships.  
I am incredibly lucky to work for a great firm, with a fantastic 
group of attorneys and clients, many of whom I sincerely call 
my friends.

What’s your favorite website or app and why? 
Google — because it can do everything. I often say Google is 

the best legal resource for young attorneys (at least as a starting 
point!). I also use Google in my personal life to plan vacations, shop online and find out about the latest 
Hollywood gossip! What else can do all that?

Brandan “Brad” Mueller, 39
PARTNER, HUSCH BLACKWELL, ST. LOUIS

PRACTICE AREAS: Litigation, product safety (recalls, warnings, development), 
transportation, manufacturing, insurance

LAW SCHOOL: Saint Louis University

When Brandan Mueller gets involved in the defense of a lawsuit, it’s often under grim 
circumstances: a harmful fire, a grain bin explosion, an exposure to toxic chemicals, managing 
a product recall. It’s work he enjoys, but he prefers helping 
companies improve their warning labels and manage their 
risks beforehand — in other words, putting out the fires 
before they start.

Perhaps it’s a natural extension of a different kind of risk 
management Mueller did as an Army Reservist who, during 
his deployment to Iraq from 2003 to 2004, transported fuel  
across that country during the war. He received the Combat 
Action Badge for leading missions across northern and central 
Iraq.

Mueller has served as the commander of his local Veterans 
of Foreign Wars post, and he led Husch Blackwell’s efforts to 
donate supplies of toiletries and other products to troops in the field.

Mueller also serves as a board member for De La Salle Middle School in north St. Louis, and he 
is president of the board of directors of the alumni association of his alma mater, Christian Brothers 
College High School. 

Who is your legal hero?
Abraham Lincoln: Lawyer. President. Preserved the country. Ended slavery. How do you beat 

that as a career for an attorney? 

What’s been your favorite moment as an attorney so far?
Any time that I am in court is a great moment. I remember the thrill of my first motion hearing 

and still greatly enjoy being before a judge and/or jury and fighting for my clients.

What simple piece of advice do you have for young lawyers? 
The military has a saying that serves me well when preparing for trial: “Train like you fight and 

fight like you train.” It’s a succinct way to remind us to prepare for every challenge realistically and 
thoroughly and then accomplish the mission in the same way you prepared. 


